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2021 Lyda Hill Philanthropies – awarded to CO Springs post-K/Pg recovery           $450,000  
2020 National Science Foundation Division of Environmental Biology           $555,763  

                                                                                                  (DMNS portion = $206,961) 
2018 Lyda Hill Philanthropies – awarded to CO Springs post-K/Pg recovery           $180,000  
2015 K/T Challenge – awarded to K/Pg extinction work in ND/MT   $4000 
2012 Orville Prize – awarded by the Yale G&G faculty for “Best Dissertation”  $1000 
2010 Estwing Award – awarded by the Yale G&G faculty for “Outstanding Student” $750 
2010 NSF International Congress of Vertebrate Morphology – travel grant  $1000 
2008 National Geographic Society  (Young Explorer)     $3200 
2007 National Geographic Society co-PI (NG#CRE0322-07)          $100,000 
2007 National Geographic Film & Television prep-grant             $25,000 
2006 National Geographic Society co-PI (NG#EC0294-06)            $75,000 
2006 National Geographic Society co-PI (NG#CRE8063-06)             $40,702 
2006 – 2012  National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship                   $90,000 
2002–2006 Phillip Evans Scholar, Swarthmore College             $131,000 
2005 Howard Hughes travel grant, Swarthmore Chapter      $1000 
2004 Howard Hughes travel grant, Swarthmore Chapter     $1000 
2003 Howard Hughes travel grant, Swarthmore Chapter      $1000 
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Invited Lectures and Departmental Seminars  
2021 University of Cambridge, Cambridge, United Kingdom, Invited Speaker  
2020 Southwest Research Institute, Boulder, CO, Invited Speaker  
 Brigham Young University, Price, UT, Keynote Speaker 
2018 GeoBonn Conference, Bonn, Germany, Keynote Speaker 



2017 University of Stony Brook, Invited Speaker (Department of Anatomical Sciences)  
 University of Witswatersrand, Evolutionary Studies Institute, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2016 Willi Hennig Society (Buenos Aires, Argentina), Plenary Speaker  

Anschutz Medical School (CO, USA), Invited Speaker (Dept. of Biology) 
 University of Colorado, Boulder (CO, USA), Invited Speaker (Dept. of Geology) 
2015 Burpee Museum (IL, USA), Paleofest Symposium Invited Speaker 
2014 Millersville University, Invited Speaker (Dept. of Biology) 

Notre Dame of Maryland University, Invited Speaker (Dept. of Biology) 
Burpee Museum (IL, USA), Paleofest Symposium Invited Speaker 
Denver Museum of Nature and Science Invited Speaker (Dept. of Earth Sciences) 
University of North Dakota, Invited Speaker (Dept. of Geosciences) 

2013 Burpee Museum (IL, USA), Paleofest Symposium Invited Speaker 
Chicago Field Museum of Natural History, Invited Speaker (Geology Dept.) 

 Minot State University, Invited Speaker (Dept. of Biology) 
 The George Washington University, Invited Speaker (Dept. of Biological Sciences) 
2012 Brown University Invited Speaker (Ecology and Evolutionary Biology) 

Southern Connecticut State University Invited Class Lecturer (Anthropology Dept.) 
University of Utah Invited Speaker (Dept. of Biology) 
University of Rhode Island Invited Speaker (Dept. of Geosciences) 

2011 Bard College Invited Speaker (Biology Dept.) 
Denver Museum of Nature and Science Invited Speaker 

 Swarthmore College Biology Colloquium Invited Speaker (Biology Dept.) 
 Yale University Anthropology Colloquium Invited Speaker (Anthropology Dept.) 
2010 Yale University Global Change Invited Speaker (Dept. of Geology and Geophysics) 
2009 International Japanese Dinosaur Expo. “Dinosaurs of the Desert” (Tokyo, Japan) 
2008 National Geographic Society (Washington, D.C.) 
2007 International Reading Association (Toronto, Canada) 
 
Select Public Lectures 
2021 Collegiate Peaks Keynote Lecture – Rise of the Mammals (Buena Vista, CO) 
2020 Denver Museum of Nature & Science – Evolutionary History of Turtles (Denver, CO) 

Colorado Yale Association – Rise of Mammals (Denver, CO, USA) 
 Colorado College Women’s Club – Rise of Mammals (Colorado Springs, CO, USA) 
 Colorado Scientific Society –Earth’s Comeback Story (Denver, CO, USA) 

Natural History Museum of Utah – Earth’s Last Dinosaur Ecosystems (Salt Lake, UT) 
 Google, Boulder CO – After the Asteroid – Earth’s Comeback Story (Boulder, CO, USA) 
 University of Colorado, Denver - Rise of Mammals (Denver, CO) 
2019 Denver Museum of Nature & Science – Rise of the Mammals (Denver, CO, USA) 
 Pioneers Museum – Rise of the Mammals (Colorado Springs, CO, USA) 
 Colorado College – Rise of the Mammals (Colorado Springs, CO, USA) 
 Denver Mile High Rotary – Rise of the Mammals (Denver, CO, USA) 
2017 Ekalaka Museum, Dino ShinDig Symposium Invited Speaker (Ekalaka, MT, USA) 

Denver Museum of Nature & Science – Cretaceous Crash Course (Denver, CO, USA) 
Denver Museum of Nature & Science – Saving the Sea Turtles (Denver, CO, USA) 

2016 Denver Museum of Nature & Science – Why did the Turtle get a Shell?  (Denver, CO, 
USA) 



Ekalaka Museum, Dino ShinDig Symposium Invited Speaker (Ekalaka, MT, USA) 
2015 Denver Museum of Nature and Science – Evolution of Turtles (Denver, CO, USA) 
2014 Denver Museum of Nature and Science – Evolution of Dinosaurs (Denver, CO, USA) 

New York Turtle and Tortoise Society (New York City, NY, USA) 
Paleontological Society of Washington (Washington, DC, USA) 

 Delaware Vertebrate Paleontological Society (Philadelphia, PA, USA) 
Ekalaka Museum, Dino ShinDig Symposium Invited Speaker (Ekalaka, MT, USA) 

2013 “Lightening Talk” to Board of Directors, Smithsonian Institution (Washington, DC, USA) 
Yale Peabody Museum Marsh Fellows Program (Yale University, New Haven, CT, USA) 
Congressional Night at the Museum, Smithsonian Institution (Washington, DC, USA) 
Ekalaka Museum, Dino ShinDig Symposium Invited Speaker (Ekalaka, MT, USA) 
Minot State University, “Darwin Day” Keynote Speaker (Minot, ND, USA) 

 Ontario’s Wonderland Park “Physics, Science, Math Day” (Toronto, Canada) 
2012 Appalachian Mountain Club (Cheshire, CT, USA) 
 Howard Hughes Medical Institute (Chevy Chase, MD, USA) 
 North Dakota Science Teacher’s Association Keynote Speaker (Bismarck, ND, USA) 
 Roberge Early Learning Center (Middletown, CT, USA) 
2011 Yale Peabody Museum Marsh Fellows Program (Yale University, New Haven, CT, USA) 
 Pioneer Trails Regional Museum (Bowman, ND, USA) 
 Yale University Geology Dept. Prospective Grad. Students Week (New Haven, CT, USA) 
2010 Roberge Early Learning Center (Middletown, CT, USA) 
 Yale University Geology Dept. Prospective Grad. Students Week (New Haven, CT, USA) 
2009 Islip’s High School Science Symposium Keynote Speaker (Islip, NY, USA) 
 Pioneer Trails Regional Museum (Bowman, ND, USA) 
 Yale University Geology Dept. Prospective Grad. Students Week (New Haven, CT, USA) 
2008 Yale Peabody Museum docents (Yale University, New Haven, CT, USA)  
 Plainfield School’s “Connecticut Loves to Read Day” (Plainfield, CT, USA) 
 Moosup Elementary School (Moosup, CT, USA) 
 Marmarth, North Dakota Community Center (Marmarth, ND, USA) 
2006 Delaware Vertebrate Paleontological Society (Philadelphia, PA, USA) 
2004 Mile Creek Elementary School (Old Lyme, CT, USA)   
2001 Broadus Elementary School (Broadus, MT, USA) 
 Plevna Elementary School (Plevna, MT, USA) 
 
Other Professional Honors 
Discover Magazine Top 100 Science Stories of 2011 (35th). 
Discover Magazine Top 100 Science Stories of 2009 (46th).  
 
Select Media Recognition 
2019 -Nova documentary entitled “Rise of the Mammals” 
 -New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, CNN, Smithsonian 

Magazine etc. on published research on the recovery of life after the Cretaceous–
Paleogene mass extinction – over 800 stories that reached 1.7 billion people.  

 -Exhibit at the Denver Museum of Nature & Science entitled “After the Asteroid: Earth’s 
Comeback Story” featuring the discovery and published science on the recovery of life 
after the Cretaceous–Paleogene mass extinction.  



2018 -BBC, Guardian, The Atlantic, NPR, CNN, National Geographic, etc. on published 
research on why certain birds survived the Cretaceous/Paleogene mass extinction event 
published in Current Biology – 136 stories with over 40.4 million unique views 

2017 -Nova documentary entitled “Day the Dinosaurs Died” – 3 million viewers on day of 
broadcast 

 -NHK (Japan) documentary on the extinction of the dinosaurs – over 4 million viewers 
on day of broadcast 

 -Smithsonian Magazine on public fossil digs and research on latest Cretaceous dinosaur 
ecosystems 

2016 -The Atlantic, Smithsonian Magazine, The Denver Post, Colorado Public Radio, etc. 
on published research on why the turtle got its shell published in Current Biology – 133 
stories in 19 countries with over 300 million unique views 

2015 -NPR “Evolution of Turtles” comment/quotes as an expert in the field 
 -Nova documentary entitled “The Making of North America”  
2014 -BBC News, CNN, NPR, CBS, Washington Post, Pittsburgh Post, Smithsonian 

Magazine, The Independent, etc. on published research describing a new large bodied 
oviraptorosaurian theropod dinosaur from the latest Cretaceous of North America 
published in PLOS One.  

 -Earth Magazine “The Trouble with Turtles: Paleontology at a Crossroads.” 
2013 - BBC News, Boston Globe, The Times of London, CBS radio, CBC radio, The        

Australian, etc. on published research on the evolutionary origin of the turtle shell 
published in Current Biology 

 - Howard Hughes Medical Institute documentary entitled “The Day the Mesozoic 
Died” 

 - Science Channel documentary entitled “How the Earth Works – Meteorite 
Armageddon” 

2012 - New York Times “For Dakota paleontologist, it all started with a turtle” 
2011 - Science Now “Case closed for dino killer?”  
 - Nature News “The youngest dinosaur fragment yet?” 
 - BBC News, The Guardian, CBS, ABC, China Daily, National Geographic, etc. on 

published research on a fossil discovery and its impact on the cause of the 
Cretaceous/Paleogene extinction event published in Biology Letters 

 - Discovery News “Tough turtle survives what dinosaurs couldn’t” on published research 
about turtle survivorship across the Cretaceous/Paleogene extinction event published in 
Journal of Vertebrate Paleontology 

 - History “Survivors in a half shell: Turtles withstood dinosaur die-out” 
2010 - Live Science, Fox News, MSNBC “Dinosaur graves show how they lived” 
2009 - National Geographic “Dinosaur mummy’ has skin like birds and crocodiles”  
 - NPR “Fossil Hunters Uncover Rare Dinosaur Skin”  
 - Fox’s “Are you Smarter than a 5th Grader?” scientific guest/questioner 
 - TV Tokyo interview 
 - North Dakota Horizons magazine article 
2008 - CNN’s Young People Who Rock guest 
 - AP Press, “Workers uncovering mummified dinosaur.” March 18, 2008. 
 - South Dakota Public Broadcasting A half hour documentary regarding my field work 



2007 - National Geographic Television, “Dinosaur Autopsy.” December 9, 2007. A one-hour 
 documentary  about the excavation and ongoing research on a hadrosaur dinosaur 
 “mummy” I discovered 
 - ABC Good Morning America guest 
 - Fox ‘N Friends guest 
 - Washington Post, “Scientists get rare look at Dinosaur soft tissue.” December 3, 2007 
2006 - Fox News, “Amateur Paleontologists get to Dig up Dinosaurs, Keep Bones”  
 August 3, 2006 
 - Live Science, “Digging up Dinosaurs…and Keeping the Bones” August 2, 2006 
 - Minneapolis Pioneer Press, “Dinosaur Excavation Vacation” September, 2006 
2005 - New York Times, “Digging up Dinosaur Bones in the Fossil-Rich Badlands”, Sept. 11 
 
Student/Intern Advising (Research) 
2019-2021 Committee member: Master’s student Mariah Green (UC Boulder) 
2019-present Committee member: Master’s student Ryan Allen (UC Boulder) 
2017-2019 Committee member: Master’s student Anthony Fuentes (University of New 

Hampshire) 
2016-2019 Committee member: Master’s student Vikki Crystal (UC Boulder)  
2017  Advised Yann Rollet’s work on digital segmentation of early Paleocene mammal 
2016-2017 Advised Richard Matt Hess’ work on post K/Pg recovery (DMNS) 
2015-2016 Co-advised Gabriella Rossetto’s GIS work on the K/Pg extinction (DMNS) 
2015-2016 Advised Erica Evans dGPS work on the K/Pg extinction (DMNS) 
2011-2014 Co-advised Jake Sayler’s undergraduate senior thesis (Yale University)  
2010-2011 Co-advised Natasha Vitek’s undergraduate senior thesis (Yale University) 
 
 
Additional Public Outreach 
2013 –  Worked with artists and animators to create three movies documenting the 

evolutionary origin of the turtle shell (based on developmental and fossil data), 
which combined have over 500,000 views: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIOPDysP74g 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NphNApmSZ0U 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fHVlEUgF_nw 
2003-present Provide hands on training in paleontology and geology for over 60 people each 

year, including numerous high school students and teachers.  
2003-present  Raised money ($200,000) to build a local natural history research center in 

 Marmarth, ND, USA (www.mrfdigs.com) 
2004-2010 Organized an annual community event (DinoDaze) to provide an economic 

stimulus for the community and raise local geological and paleontological 
awareness 

2008-2011 Participated in The Johns Hopkins University Center for Talented Youth program, 
   Yale Peabody Museum 


